Open Campus Course Description 

for 2012-2013 School Year


CP and Honors English 11 
This course provides a chronological and historical study of American literature. Reading comprehension, analytical skills, writing, and vocabulary study are areas that are emphasized.   
A formal research paper and oral presentations are required.

CP and Honors English 12

This course is a chronological study of British literature, including a study of English history in relation to the development of the literature and a survey of the development of the English language.  Additionally, this course includes continued development of oral communication skills and language enrichment through vocabulary study.  Several expository compositions and a major research paper are required.

Espanol Comercial (Business Spanish)

Prerequisite:  Spanish IV Honors 
This course is designed for students who would like to be able to use Spanish at their current jobs or in their future careers in the business world.  Topics will include vocabulary such as social services, retail and sales, legal system, law enforcement, banking and finance, restaurant and food services, customer service, management, advertising, and marketing.  Students will also learn about the economies of Spain and Latin America, as well as proper business etiquette and correspondence in the Hispanic world.  A continual review of Spanish grammar will also be incorporated into lessons, in order to improve fluency.  Emphasis will be placed on using authentic materials for listening and reading and using Spanish to communicate effectively in practical business situations through role-play, dialogs and presentations. Students will also investigate how Spanish is used and/or needed in the local business community.  This online/hybrid class includes independent, online work by students and two “face-to-face” meetings with the instructor per week.  The weekly meetings will take place on MONDAYS and WEDNESDAYS throughout the semester, during the block identified on the student’s schedule.

Latin I

This online/hybrid version of Latin I CP includes independent, online work by students and one “face-to-face” meeting with the instructor per week.  Students will have the option to attend this weekly meeting in person at Hempfield High School or virtually from an alternate location.  The weekly meetings will take place on MONDAYS throughout the semester, during the block identified on the student’s schedule OR virtually during the evening session.  Please note that the virtual Monday evening session will be held from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. translation work.  Students are expected to do a great deal of independent work both inside class and at home. 
CP Chemistry

Laboratory experiences will occur both on-campus and via simulation.  On-campus time will occur twice weekly in two separate 78-minute blocks during the student day.  Major assessments will be administered during the on-campus time.  This course will utilize a variety of online tools and applications. This course will cover such topics as:  matter and its classification, chemical symbols and formulas, atomic structure, periodic classification of the elements, bonding, the gas laws and molecular theories, stoichiometry, solutions, acids, bases, and salts. Phase Transitions, Chemical Equilibrium, Dissolution and Precipitation Equilibrium.   
Honors Chemistry

This course is similar in content to College Prep Chemistry but is more rigorous. Laboratory experiences will occur both on-campus and via simulation.  On-campus time will occur twice weekly in two separate 78-minute blocks during the student day.  Major assessments will be administered during the on-campus time.  There is exposure to use of some special lab techniques and instrumentation not covered in College Prep Chemistry. Honors Chemistry involves more depth and breadth of content. Scientific technical writing skills applied to formal lab reports will be stressed. This course requires that the student have a strong background in math and science along with a strong motivation to learn.
CP Physics

Laboratory experiences will occur both on-campus and via simulation.  On-campus time will occur twice weekly in two separate 78-minute blocks during the student day.  Major assessments will be administered during the on-campus time.  This course will utilize a variety of online tools and applications. This course will cover such topics as:  kinematics, dynamics, electricity, and electronics. Various group projects will be required throughout the year.

Honors Physics

This course is similar in content to College Prep Physics but is more rigorous. Laboratory experiences will occur both on-campus and via simulation.  On-campus time will occur twice weekly in two separate 78-minute blocks during the student day.  Major assessments will be administered during the on-campus time.  Scientific technical writing skills applied to formal lab reports will be stressed. Honors Physics involves more depth and breadth of content than College Prep Physics. This course requires that the student have a strong background in math and science along with a motivation to learn.

CP and Honors Government & Economics

This online course is designed to give the student a comprehensive study of the structure and functions of the United States’ political and economic systems.  The student will develop the inquiry and analytical skills necessary to better understand our political and economic systems.  
The systems will be studied through ideology, institutions, leadership, role of the citizen, and the decision making process.  Awareness and examination of current events topics through various online issues is an integral component of this course. 
CP Precalculus    

This is the fourth course in the college prep sequence. It is recommended for all students considering a four-year college program. This course extends the study of trigonometry and analytic geometry and includes functions, sequences, series, limits and graphing techniques. A graphing calculator is strongly recommended.

Honors Calculus
This is the fourth course in the honors/advanced placement sequence. This course is designed for students entering college programs which require calculus. It is especially designed for those entering engineering, math, science, business, or professional studies. It includes topics typically found in a first semester calculus course including limits, derivatives and integrals. A graphing calculator is strongly recommended.
College Prep Astronomy

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 Trig. and a Successful completion of General/Physical Science, Biology, and Algebra 1.  A solid understanding of algebraic principles is required, including rearranging equations with 3 variables, order of operations, and exponents. 

Laboratory experiences will occur solely on-line via activities and simulations.  There will be no on-campus time; however nighttime activities will be required. Major assessments will be administered and implemented on-line. This course will utilize a variety of online tools and applications.  The universe is comprised of infinite space both inward and outward.

In this course we will attempt to discover just how big it truly is; by using by an array of celestial objects that exist around us.  In this course we're going to explore our night sky, constellations, solar system, galaxy, and what lies beyond the far reaches of space. In addition, we'll learn about past and current projects for space exploration, as well as future ideas for space travel; but it all has to start with an introduction of the first Astronomers.  Our journey will also take us to black holes, quasars, supernovas, brown dwarfs, and the string theory. And Lastly, we'll explore how we make observations from earth, and touch on the mechanics of the tools that aid us in exploring the night sky.

