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March 27, 2013


2013 PENNSYLVANIA KEYSTONE EXAM


INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORTS



ALBEGRA/BIOLOGY/LITERATURE

Dear Parent/Guardian:


Enclosed are the Individual Student Reports for your child, who participated in the 2013 Winter Pennsylvania Keystone Exams in Algebra, Biology and/or Literature. Chapter 4 of the State Board of Education Regulations requires that all students in grades 9, 10, and 11 participate in the Keystone Exams at the completion of the specified Keystone classes in algebra, biology or English.  


The assessment results in the report are presented as overall performance levels, overall scaled scores and points achieved in each module.  Information about the Keystone Exams and the student’s overall performance level is presented on page one of each report. A description of the performance levels is provided on page two of the reports.


Beginning in the 2012-13school year, the Pennsylvania Department of Education will measure a school’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) from the students’ performance on the Algebra and Literature Keystone Exams. This means that any student who is enrolled in a Keystone related course will participate in the Keystone Exam at the end of the course. These exams will be taken at the end of the semester or year as the course finishes.  


As you examine your child’s results from the Keystone Exams, there are several pieces of information that I would call to your attention:

1.  A significant difference between the PSSA test and the Keystone Exam is that students will be offered multiple 

 opportunities to take the Keystone Exams throughout their high school career.  For those students in eleventh

 grade who did not score proficient on the Algebra or Literature exams, prep sessions will be provided before the

 student will retake the test(s) in May, 2013.
2.  Those students in ninth or tenth grade, who did not score proficient on the Algebra or Literature exam, will be


 scheduled in an appropriate class next school year so that he or she will be better prepared to retake the Keystone


 Exam. 

3.  Penn Manor High School’s practice has been to require students to demonstrate proficiency on the PSSA test in


order to graduate.  This will continue to be our practice with the Keystone Exams. However, beginning with the


class of 2017, the state will require students to demonstrate proficiency on the Algebra Literature and Biology


Keystone Exams to graduate.


Further information regarding the Individual Student Report can be found on the high school website (blogs.pennmanor.net/highschool).  If you have questions about the Keystone Exams and our implementation process, please contact me at (717) 872-9520, ext. 1809 or philip.gale@pennmanor.net.


Thank you for your continued support as we prepare students for life after high school.



Sincerely,



Philip B. Gale, Ed.D.



Principal

Enclosure


